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- preglottalised onsets (Sandong) v. none (Pandong & Yang’an)
- voiceless nasals (Sandong & Pandong) v. hw+V (Yang’an)

- x¥ (Pandong, cf. Zhang 1980:82) v. f (all other lects)

- 1 (Yang’an) v. x, h or f (all other lects)

- Tone 6: > (south-eastern Sandong lects) v. ** (all other lects)

- ua, ia (east) v. uo, io (west)



Proposed classification
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Based upon:

1. Anecdotal reported
intelligibility

2. Shared phonemic
Innovations

3. Lexical similarity

4. Cultural traditions



Festivals: Duan and Mao
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PKS: Thurgood (1988)

TP, JQ, SY: author’s field
notes

LN, PY, RJ:
Li Fang-kuei (1965)

SD: Zhang (1980)
ND: Guangxi etc. (2008)
SQ: ILCRD (1996)

Kam: Guangxi etc. (2008)
and Lin & Strange (2003)



2. Phonemic innovations
2.1 PKS Labialised velars

*gw-, *kw-

Central Sui Southern Sui
PKS ND SD TP SQ JQ SY LN Kam
'to sharpen’ *gwan? pan?® pan® - - pen? pen? pan® pan®
'dove’ *gwau? - pau? pau? qau® qau? qou? qau?® pau?
'horn’ *m-kwa:u’ | pamu’ pamu’ pamu’ - qamu’ qamu’ qau’ pamu’
leg' *kwa' pa’ pa’ pa’ qa' qa’ qa’ pa’
'to sell *kwe! pe' pe' pe! qe’ qe’ qe’ qe’ pe'

Two different mergers

PKS Central Sui Southern Sui
*kr- k- ka® ‘to wait’ k- ka® ‘to wait’
*k- q- qa’ ‘crow’ q- qa’ ‘crow’
*gw-, *kw-, *m-kw- p- pa’ ‘leg’ q- qa’ ‘leg’
*p- p- pa’® ‘aunt’ p- pa’® ‘aunt’




2.1 PKS Labialised velars cont.

*khw-, *Xw-

Central Sui Southern Sui
PKS ND SD TP PY SQ JQ SY LN Kam

'tired' *khwe? . fe® fe? . we?, fe? | we® we? = .
late, delayed' *khwe?! . fe! I_I_I fel fel fe! fel I_
'sweet' *khwa:n® famn?® famn?! famn?! fan® famn! famn! famn?® fan® kPwarn!
'cloud’ *m-xwa® fa® fa® fa® fa® wa’® wa® wa?® wa’, fa® ma®
Tain’ *xwin’ fon' fon' fon' fon' wan' wan' woan' fon', wan' | pjen’
'bamboo’ *xwan'’ fan® fan? fen? - wen’ wen’ (kwi') - pan’
'bean pod' *pwak” . - - fek” - . . wek” -

PKS Central Sui Southern Sui

*hw-, *yw- f- fa' right’ f- fa' right’

*khw-, *m-xw-, *Xw- f- fa® ‘cloud’ w- wa? ‘cloud’

*pw- V- va® ‘wing’ w- wa® ‘wing’




2.2 PKS bilabial clusters with *-w- medial

*pw-, *phw-

Central Sui Southern Sui
PKS ND SD TP PY RJ SQ JQ SY

'wing' *pwa’ va® va’ va® va® va® wa’® va’® wa’®
'seed' *pwan’ van' van' ven! wan' wan' wan' ven’ wen’
leaf’ *pwa’ va® va® va® va® wa’ - va’® wa’
'dream’ *pwjan’ jan? vjan® - va® wa’ wjan* vjen® vjen®
'palm (of hand)' *phwa® fa® - - - - wa?® va’® wa?®
'ashes' *phwu:k” vuk’ vuk’ vuk? - - wuk” vuk”’ yuk”

Shuiyao younger generation:
all prenasalised bilabial stops (from PKS *mp-)
> v- (Or v- or w-)




2.3 PKS alveolar lateral clusters

*tl-, *7dI-

Central Sui Southern Sui
PKS ND SD TP SQ JQ SY LN Kam
'bone’ *tlazk” la:k” la:k” la:k” 2da:k” 2da:k” 2da:k” 2dak” la:k®
lightning' *?dla:p’ la:p® la:p” 2da:p” 2da:p” 2da:p” la:p®
'boat’ lwa? lwa' lua* 2da’ 2da’ lo?
'to turn inside out’ lin® lin?® 2dm?® 2din?® ljin®
'wild boar' *?dla:i® la:i® 2da:i® 2da:i® la:i®
'hornet’ *2dlu’ lu? lu* 2du’ 2du’ la:u’
'to wake up' lju? lju? lju? 2dju’ 2djo! lhjo™
'fingernail’ *2dlyap’ ljap” ljap” ljep” 2djap’ 2djep’ njep’ 2djep’ nop’
'to drag' *2dla:k” mm 2dak” mmmm qak’ T kwaik®
Two different mergers

PKS Central Sui Southern Sui

*d- 2d- 2da:i* ‘good’ 2d- 2da:i* ‘good’

*tl-, *2dl- I- la:i® ‘wild boar’ 2d- ?da:i® ‘wild boar’

*hl-, *1- I- la:i* ‘back(-bone)’ 1- la:i* ‘back(-bone)’

Shuiyao: nd > |

e.g. field’ ndar® > lai®



2.4 PKS Velar lateral clusters

*kl-, **kr-

Central Sui Southern Sui
PKS ND SD TP SQ JQ SY LN Kam (SJ)

'far’ “kla:i® 2di? 2di* - qa:i! - qa:i! - lja:i?
left over' “kla® 2dje® 2dja’ - - - - ka! ka!
'seedling' “kla® 2dje? - 2di:e® ka®, tea® tea® ka® ka® ka®
'clothes’ - 2duk’ 2duk’ 2duk’ kuk” qok” kok” - quk®
'salt’ - 2dwa! 2dwa’ ?2dua’ kwa' kwa' kwa' - .
'hard' **kra® 2da’® ?da’ - qa® - qa® -
'(fish) scales' | **krin® - 2djan® - kin® tem® kan® kon®
'bright' **kram? 2da:mp? 2da:p? - qa:n?, kwam! | qamp? qa:p? -
'to drag' #2dla:k” 2da:k’ 2dazk’ 2dak’ qa:k’ qa:k’” qa:k’ -
'often’ - ?nam?® ?nam? ?nem? kem? kem? - -

PKS Central Sui Southern Sui

*d- 2d- 2da:i! ‘good’ 2d- 2da:i® ‘good’

*kl-, **kr- 2d- 2dje® ‘seedling’, 2da*® ‘hard’ | @, k- ka® ‘seedling’, qa*® ‘hard’

*Kr- k- ka® ‘to wait’ k- ka® ‘to wait’

*k- a- qa! ‘crow’ q- qa! ‘crow’




2.4 PKS Velar lateral clusters cont.

*khl-, *khr-

Central Sui Southern Sui

PKS ND SD TP SQ JQ SY LN Kam
'iron' *Kkhlit” hjat” cat” cet” kbot” tehot” khot” khot” kPwot”
Tiquor' *khlamu® ha?® ha:?® ha:?® qgta® qtau® qgta® kPau® kPwaru®
'to fear' - ho! ho! ho! q"o! q"o? qto! kbo! -
lazy' *khlut” hat” hat” hat” kbot” qtat” kbot” kbot” ktut”
'earth’ *khlum® hum?® hum?® hom® kPom® q"om® kPom® kPum® -
'grandchild' *khlam? ha:n! ha:n! q"a:n’ q"a:n! q"a:n’ ktan? ktwam?
'river snail’ *khru:i? q"ui! q"ui? q"uzi? q"ui? qto:i! kbui? - -
ear’ *khral qal qhal qhal qhal qal qhal qhal Kbal'
'to bark' *khrau® kFau® kkau® kPau® kPau® kPau® kPou® kFau® kFau®
'centipede’ *khryap’ ktup” ktup” kup” kap” kbtup® kap” - ktop”
Two different mergers
PKS Central Sui Southern Sui
*khr- q™-, k- q"a' ‘ear’ qQt-, K- q"a® ‘ear’
*khl- h- ha:n! ‘grandchild’ | g k- g"a:n! ‘grandchild’
*Kkhj- h- ha:mn?® ‘red’ h- ha:n?® ‘red’




2.5 Voiceless velar fricatives

Southern Sui:

¢am’ “heat of the sun” t"am'  “handsome”

xam' “to roast (sticks of meat over a fire) k"am!  “to fry (lightly in oil)”

vam' (or ham') “root (of a tree)” q"am'  “rafter”

Central Sui Southern Sui
ND SD TP SQ JQ SY LN Kam

'crispy’ kPim® kPim? - xim* xim* - jim®'
'net (for catching fish)' . . kPe? xa! xe! xe! xe! je'
'diligent' 2yak’ kPak” xak” xek” xek” jak”'
'maple tree' fu' kParu? xo! jara®
to roast (meat sticks over a fire)' kPamp? xaip* xaip*

k" (Sui, Kam) < *khr- (PKS)



2.5 Voiceless velar fricatives

cont.

other instances of /x/: conditioning

Central Sui Southern Sui

PKS ND SD TP SQ JO SY LN Kam
'tail' *khjut” hat” hot® hot® hot® xot® xot® zot® sat”
'sour’ *khjum?® hum?® hum?® hom? xom?® yom? xam?® fum* som®
'intestines' *Kkhja:i® ha:i* ha:i* ha:i* ha:i* yait ha:i* hai* sa:i®
'to give' *khja:i* ha:i’ ha:i’ ha:i’ hai’ yai ha:i’ sa:i’
'to blow' *dzup® hup® hup® hop® xap® xop® xap® fup® sap®
'worm' *dzan* han* hen* han* xen* hen* san*
'snake' *dzu:i? hui? hu:i? hui? fui® yui? hui? fui? sui®
'to sit' *dzui® -t hui® hui® hu:i® fui® yui® hui® fui® sui®

/Xj/ (Yang'an, Pandong)

‘to know’

¢eu’ > xjeu’, ¢jeu’, hjeu’



2.6 Tone innovation: tone assignment timing

*hr-

Central Sui Southern Sui

PKS ND SD TP SQ JQ SY LN Kam
'house, home' *hra:n’ yamn® yamn® yamn® ya:n' yan' ya:mn' yan' jam?
'two' *hra’ ya? ya? ya? ya' ya' ya' ya'
'pear’ yai? yai? yei? yai' yei' yei' jai?
'to drink'’ yum* yom* yom?® yom® yom® hum*
'trace, footprint' *hru:i? pui? yui? yit
'to swim' lu:i? yit yit yit
'sharp' *hra:i® ja:i®

*mpr-

TP+ND: Tone 2
other Sui: Tone 1



2.6 Other diachronic variation

2.7 Divergence between TP and JQ



3. Lexical similarity

Lexicostatistical-type cognate counts can give
us “measures of divergence ... between
different languages.” (Heggarty 2010)

Nandan
91.4 Tingpai
91.4 94.5 Sandong
85.8 89.9 90.6 Jiugian
84.5 86.5 89.4 91.6 Shuiging

81.5 83.2 84.8 91.3 92.6 Shuiyao



3. Lexical similarity

Lexicostatistical-type cognate counts can give
us “measures of divergence ... between
different languages.” (Heggarty 2010)

Jiugian

Shuiqging

Shuiyao

Nandan

Sandong

Tingpai




Internal lexical consistency:

Central v. Southern

Central Sui Southern Sui

ND SD TP SQ JO SY
'insect’ tal, nui’ nui’ nu:i? tal tal tal
'tooth (human)' vjan!, heu® vjan! vjen! cu’ gju® gu®
'to cook (general)' - - con! sam® sa:u® samu®
'to boil' tjun?! cun?! con? con?! ljosn?! ljo:p!
'to fry' tsa:u® sa:u® samu® ktamp! ktamp! ktamp!
'silly, stupid' tshun* (loan) pan® (loan) | nen®, ¢en® | 2wa’ 2wa® 2wa®
'beautiful' 2da:ilyak® kinp® kip® q"an® q"en® q"en®
'clever’ tshup®min? (loan) | cai’ kin? kin? kip? kin?
'smelly’ nu' nu' nu' nin! ment mint
'narrow’ map’ mjap’ njep’ pep’ yep’ pep’
particle (completed action) - Peu? Peu? - yam® yan®
'mountain or stone mountain' tin® nu® nu® tin® pja’ pjal pja’
'bark (of a tree)' pi* mai* - piZ mai* ga! mai* ga! mei’ ga! mei’
'to chat with friends for fun' fien® - fien® qeu® qe:u® qeu®




Other lexical differences

Central Sui Southern Sui

ND SD TP SQ JQ SY
'hat’ non* - non? ma:u® noen’ ma:u®
'table’ hi® ci® hi® tjom® ci® tjem®
'to vomit' kun® kun® kun® da:k” tge? kun® nda:k”
'round (spherical)' ku?lu? qa® lv® q>® lu® qon? q>® lom® @on?
'far' 2di! 2dit . qai! xamn* qai!
'near’ p“jai® p“jai® phei® yau® p“jei® you®
'slowly’ furn? fa:n! fuen! ma:n®, yai' | fan! ma:n®, yei!
'fine hair on body' tson! nik” - tson! pa:p® | tson' pon® | tsan’ pa:p® | tson' pon®
'knee' qam* qu® qam* qu® qok’ qu® gqam* qu® ku?® tsoer)® qa® texp®
'key' mai‘*fun?® mai® fu’ mei* for? mai* fun? mei? si’ hei? si?

fup




4. Conclusion

Based upon

a) regular diachronic sound changes,

b) reported comprehension difficulties,

c) lexical similarity,

d) shared cultural traditions (Mao festival),

Southern Sui
constitutes a distinct dialect cluster.



