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Language	  Documenta-on	  

•  “las-ng	  mul-purpose	  record	  of	  a	  language”	  
– Himmelmann	  (2006:1)	  

•  In	  prac-ce	  this	  means	  a	  video/audio	  collec-on	  
– OKen	  not	  seen	  a	  relevant	  for	  language	  
communi-es	  

– Language	  communi-es	  like	  dic-onaries	  and	  
grammars	  



Text	  Collec-ons	  

•  Not	  the	  only	  repository	  of	  cultural	  knowledge	  
•  Low	  frequency	  words	  may	  not	  be	  present	  

– BNC	  	  (100,000,000	  words)	  
•  ‘liver’ 	  1,633x	  
•  ‘tail’	  	  	   	  2,630x	  

•  ‘burn’ 	  1,683x	  
•  ‘yellow’ 	  4,454x	  

•  ‘intes-ne(s) 	  	  	  	  474x	  



Lg	  Doc	  AND	  Dic-onaries	  

•  Not	  an	  either-‐or	  
•  Do-‐able	  in	  a	  short	  -me	  with	  low	  resources	  

– Mosel’s	  (2004:42)	  claim	  that	  AUD10,000	  was	  not	  
enough	  to	  produce	  a	  dic-onary	  is	  wrong	  

•  Community	  involvement	  is	  essen-al	  



History	  of	  dic-onary	  development	  
•  1st	  dic-onary	  for	  linguist	  –	  lg	  learning,	  
interlinearising	  
– Limited	  to	  text	  collec-on	  and	  wordlists	  for	  
phonological	  analysis	  

•  Forms	  the	  basis	  for	  a	  community	  dic-onary	  

•  Revised	  and	  expanded	  by	  interested	  
community	  members	  &/or	  linguist	  
– Methodology	  oKen	  not	  mo-vated	  	  

– Linguist	  is	  a	  boble-‐neck	  
– Technology	  complicated	  



Community	  lexicography	  

•  Empower	  the	  community	  to	  develop	  the	  
dic-onary	  
– Easy-‐of-‐access	  soKware	  
– Task	  oriented	  
– Frees	  linguist	  to	  focus	  on	  technical	  issues	  
– Creates	  community	  ownership	  



Dic-onary	  Development	  Program	  

•  Key	  features	  
– Seman-c	  domain-‐based	  

– Many	  different	  “dic-onary”	  products	  
•  wordlist,	  thesaurus,	  finderlist,	  dic-onary...	  

– Task	  oriented	  
•  Collect	  words,	  gloss	  words,	  add	  part	  of	  speech,	  add	  
example	  sentences...	  

•  www.sil.org/compu-ng/DDP/index.htm	  



Dic-onary	  Stages	  

Stages	  

•  Collect	  Words	  

•  Generate	  addi-onal	  fields	  
•  Define	  words	  
•  Front/Back	  maber	  

Outputs	  

•  Thesaurus	  
•  Basic	  dic-onary	  
•  Defini-ons	  dic-onary	  
•  Dic-onary	  

–  Expanded	  
–  Spelling	  
–  School	  
–  Specific	  domain	  

–  Etc.	  



Collec-ng	  words	  
•  2-‐week	  workshop	  

–  $200	  –	  materials	  &	  food	  
for	  20	  people	  

–  $100	  –	  my	  travel	  

•  Seman-c	  domains	  
–  ~60	  folders	  with	  prompt	  
ques-ons	  

–  Translated	  into	  many	  
na-onal	  languages	  

•  Typically	  collect	  around	  
10,000	  to	  15,000	  
entries	  



Seman-c	  domain	  examples	  



Prompt	  Examples	  



Dic-onary	  SoKware	  

•  LIFT	  dic-onary	  format	  
•  WeSay	  

– www.WeSay.org	  	  

•  Fieldworks	  Language	  Explorer	  
– fieldworks.sil.org	  

•  LexiquePro	  
– www.LexiquePro.org	  



WeSay	  

www.wesay.org 



WeSay	  

www.wesay.org 



FLEx	  

fieldworks.sil.org 



LexiquePro	  

www.LexiquePro.org 



LexiquePro	  

www.LexiquePro.org 



LexiquePro	  

www.LexiquePro.org 



LexiquePro	  

www.LexiquePro.org 



Thank	  you	  

•  Ques-ons?	  

•  Palaso	  (www.palaso.org)	  
•  WeSay	  (www.WeSay.org)	  

•  Fieldworks	  (fieldworks.sil.org)	  
•  LexiquePro	  (www.LexiquePro.org)	  

A	  dic-onary	  is	  never	  finished,	  just	  abandoned	  


