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Previous classifications

Jones (1961) Burling (1969)
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Kauffman (1993)

Karen
l l
Southern Central Northern
Sgaw Pa-o
Pwo

Unclassified West Central

| l
North Central East Central

Manu Geba
Gheko Bwe
Yintale

Kayaw

Yeinbaw

Padaung

Western Kayah Eastern Kayah



Bradley (1997)

Karenic Northern Pa-O (Taungthu)

Padaung/Kayan

Yingbaw/Ka-ngan
§ Zayein/Latha
Gekhu
Central/Bwe
Eastern
Kayah
Manu

Yintale
Western

Blimaw

Bre

Geba

Southern

Sgaw
Mopwa/Palaychi
Paku
Wewaw
Monnepwa

Pho/Pwo/Phlong

Lekhe



Manson (2002)

Sgaw D
S— Sgaw

—— Paku
PwoT
Pwo D
Yintale

Kayaw

Manu
Pa-ON

Pa-OS

Yeinbaw

]

Kayan
Geker

Kayah W

Kayah E

Bwe DE

Geba
Bwe DW
Geba2
Geba L

70%
lexical similarity

— Bwe

Gebal
Bwe W



Shintani (2003)

Pao

Excluded :
Brakaloungic(Karenic) Languages Yinbaw
Yintale
L Latha
Gekho®
Thamidai
Karen
Kayah-Padaung Branch Bwe Branch Sgaw-Pwo Branch
Pado-Thaido-Gekho
- |
Pado-Gekho Bweba-Kayo Pako-Sgaw
l__J__ Mobwa r
Padaung Bweba

Kayah Padaung Gekho@® Gekho® Thaidai

(Yathu Gekho)

Pakt|¢bwa

Geba Bwe Kayo Mopwa Blimaw Paku Monebwa Thalebwa Sgaw Pwo



Location
Pa’O
Lahta Pwo

Kayan E. Kayah

Geker Yinbaw w Kayah
Gekho @Y  Yintale Sgaw

N Manu
Geba ‘l‘(b .
Palaychi

Dermuha
Bwe

Paku

Sgaw Pwo

Pa’o



Karen Tone Box

A B B’ C
water  star bone sky
. branch leaf child iron
Asp flower fire right pig
die bitter spicy shoot
ginger egg paddy  alcohol
. navel eat hand wing
VI spear left breathe heart
white  exist many shout
tongue arrow intestines
person sun rib
%
vd drunk stone brain
red snake eye

Manson, Ken. 2009. Prolegomenon to reconstructing Proto-Karen



Karen Tone Box examples

Kayan tones Sgaw tones

A B B C A B B C
*Asp 5 1 3 3 *Asp S 2 5 23
*VI1 5 1 3 3 *VI1 5 2 5 123
*Vd 2 3 5 *vd 3 1 21
Pwo tones Kayah tones

A B B C A B B C
"Asp 2 5 5 13 *“Asp 3 1 5 5
*V1 1 5 5 73 *V1 3 1 5 5
*Vd 1 3 ?4 *Vvd 1 4 3



Karen proto-cluster tones

5(1| 3|3 5(1|3|3 5/ 3[3|3 3/ 1|5
5(1| 3|3 5(1| 3|3 5/ 3[3|3 3/ 1|5
41 1 |2 21 3 |5 3] 3 |1 11 4

Kayaw Kayan Bwe Geba Kayah
41 3] 5|5 511/ 5|5 51255 1/ 5|5
41 3| 5|5 511155 5/215|5 1/ 5|5
11 1 |3 11 3 |5 3] 2 |3 11 3




Karen proto-cluster tones

Ul

1| 3 3| 3|3
1| 3 3| 3|3
3 3 |1
Kayan Bwe Geba
1|5 2155
1|5 2155
3 2 |3
Yinbaw Paku
4| 2 553
4| 2 553
5 3 |4
Pa’O Pwo




Tone development in Karen

Supplement 1
AlB|B | C
The development of tone s|1| 3] 23
in Karen languages Proto-Karen
/ \ —_—
No change B'-A merge A-B flip
[1]5]3] %]
Proto Central Proto Sgaw Proto Pa’0O-Pwo
THE GREAT TONE SPLIT
B’-C merge
(?->9)

S[1[3](3 S5[1]5(?3 1|5[3]7?3

S5(1[3](3 5(1]|5(?3 1|15(3]|7?3

4 1 2 41 1 [ 11 4 |2

Proto Central Proto Sgaw Proto Pa’0O-Pwo
5(1(3]|3 5[113]3 5[3]3]|3 3/1|5]|5 413|5[5 5[1[5]|5 5(2[5]5 1?55 5]2]|5(3 24123 2|5|5]3
5(113]|3 5[113]3 5[3]3]|3 3/1|5]|5 413|5[5 5[1[5]|5 5|2]|5|5 1|5]|5|5 5]2|5|3 24123 1|5|5]|3
4 1 2 2 3 5 5 3 1 1 4 3 1 1 3 1 3 5 3 2 3 1 3 4 3 1 1 1 5 1 1 3 4

Kayaw Kayan Bwe / Geba Kayah Yintale Yinbaw Paku Manu Sgaw Pa’'0 Pwo
No change 123 2>1 3-5flip 4> 3>5 3>5 B-C merge B'-A merge B'-A merge B-B" merge
4-2 flip 1,1,4>3 4-1flip Push chain Push chain 4-2 merge Push chain
1>3;3>5; 4->1;1->3; H>L L->M; Loss of Loss of Loss of
5>4 2->5 M>H breathiness breathiness breathiness




Proto-Karen bilabial initials

*p" no change - pp/b+ 1
“n > b or b — > p'r (Pa’0, E. Kayah)
*b > ph (Pa’0O and Pwo) — > pr (W. Kayah)

p"/p/b+ 1 . pr/b: Sin;plﬁeg b
_ h , — P \&.8. bWE, LEDba,
>p'r (Pa’0) Palaychi, Dermuha,
Manu)

— pj (e.g. Pwo, Paku, Bwe)



Proto-Karen *a rhymes

ei

ja

d

Qan

dN



Proto-Karen *a? rhymes

1 Most a
other
Karen Igs

ja 0

Qan

dN



Proto-Karen *an rhymes

1 a
Bwe ~
. d
c1
Pwo
Kayan YlnbaWX
Yintale
e I — aN

Palaychi

Geker
W Kayah Gekho
. Dermuha

ja 0




Proto-Karen *am rhymes

i da
Manu ~

] Kayaw d

el Pak "
ayan
f Gekho Yintale Xmﬁaw
Kayah Lahta .

e < am aN

Sgaw
Geba Paku (L)
Geker Palaychi D)

Amuha

ja 0



Karen classification

Peripheral

Pa'o
Pwo

)

Kayan
Lahta
Yinbaw
Yintale

Northern

N

W Kayah
E Kayah

Karen Central
Geba

oy
=
®

Paku

Sgaw
Southern Paku (L)

Dermuha

Palaychi



Karen classification
Peripheral<Ej\l’§

W Kayah
Karen Central « = Kayah
\\\ Geba
AN Bwe
WS
\\ NPaku
(WY
\\ \ Geker
\), Gekho
,I‘ Kayaw
!y Manu
!/

17, Sgaw
"
Southern Paku (L)
Dermuha
Palaychi



