
Intro: It is an honor to be here--know you all are tired, etc.  

I would like to start by telling a true story.

There is a village in the country.  The villagers have lived there for 
hundreds of years.  Most villagers are farmers.  

The villagers were very glad when they heard that the government would 







So, what are all these languages, and where are they spoken.  The following 
maps give some ideas of language distribution in Thailand.  Central Thai is the 
main language of the central region.  The further you go from the central region, 
the more languages you encounter—not only in the north, with the hilltribes, but 
also in the Northeast and the South.  I think that you will also find that the 
minority language areas are also often the poorest areas.  So there is a definite 
link between poverty and language.  UNESCO statistics have found this link in 
many countries.  

















Keng Tung: 3 days to 3 hours!  

Add photos!
















