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1. Vowel change

Example (1)

PM! 'gloss' TMI TM2 TM3 TM4 BMI BM2 BM3 BM4

*h;:lti 'sand' /h;:lt:>el /h;:lt:>el /h;:lt::lel /h;:lt::lel /h;:lt::lel /h;:lt::lel /h;:lt:>aI Ih;:ltil

*kri 'flat and Ikr:>el Ikr::lel Ikr:>el Ikr::lel Ikr:>el Ikr::lel Ikroal Ikril

*nim 'yet still' Inem! Inem! Inem! Inem! Inem! Inem! Inem! Iniml

*pli 'hail stones' Ipbel Ipbel Ipbel Ipbel Ipbel Ipbel Ipbal Iplil

*(k) hnui 'monkey' /rpel Irpel Irpel Irpel Irpal /rpal Irpal Ir;,mi/

Example (2)

PM 'gloss' TMI TM2 TM3 TM4 BMI BM2 BM3 BM4

*klAiIJ 'to come Ik13IJI Ik13IJI IkI3IJI IkI3IJI 1k13IJI IkI3IJI Ik13IJI Ik13IJI

*r~ic 'to slice' Iqcl Iqcl Ir~cl Ir~cl Ir';1cl Ir';1cl Iqcl IqtJ

*kb'ic 'pig' Ikl3cl 1k13cl Ikl3tJ Iklocl Iklocl Iklocl Iklocl IklotJ

*mxw 'to hear' ImilJ11 ImilIJI ImilJ11 ImilJ1l Im9J11 Im9J11 Im9J11 Im9J11

*to 'to plant' Ito! Ito! Ito! Ito! Itol Itol ltol ltol

Example (3)

PM 'gloss' TMI TM2 TM3 TM4 BMI BM2 BM3 BM4

*t!=;!!k 'to tie' It!=;k/ It!=;k/ It~ak/ It~akI It!=;k/ It!=;k/ It!=;k/ It!=;k/

*kr!=;::1IJ 'horn' Ikr!=;IJI Ikr!=;IJI lkr~aIJI lkr~aIJI Ikr!=;IJI Ikr!=;IJI Ikr!=;IJI Ikr!=;IJI

Example (4)

PM 'gloss' TMI TM2 TM3 TM4 BMI BM2 BM3 BM4

*kb 'dog' Ikbl Ikbl 1k131 1k131 Ikbl Ikbl Ikbl 1k131

*tet 'to come out' Itac/ ItetJ Itac/ Itac/ ItetJ Itetl ItetJ ItetJ

1
These reconstructed forms are from Diffloth (1984)
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2. Vowel system

Example (5)

'gloss' TMI TM2 TM3 TM4 BMI BM2 BM3 BM4

'give' /ko/ /ko/ /ko/ /ko/ /ko/ /ko/ /ko/ /ko/

'we' /poi/ /poil /poi/ /poi/ /pui/ /pui/ /pui/ /pui/

'to bite' /kit! /kit! /kit/ /kit/ /kit/ /kit/ /kit! /kit!

'to swallow' /lJ.i,tl /lJW /lJ.i,tl /lJ.i,tl /lJW /lJW /lJW /lJW

'to snore' Ihg?iI /hg?iI Ihg?iI /h;)?iI /hg?gi/ /hg?gil /hg?gil /hg?gi/

'shortness' /hgl~?/ /hgl~?/ /h~I~?/ /hgl~?/ /hdl;)i?/ /hgl;)i?/ /hgl~i?/ /hgl;)i?/

Example (6)

'gloss' TMI TM2 TM3 TM4 BMI BM2 BM3 BM4

'to tie' /t~kI /t~kI /t~akl /t~akl /t~kI /t~kI /t~kI /t~kI

'to follow' /p~kI /p~kI /p~ak/ /p~ak/ /p~k/ /p~k/ /p~k/ /p~k/

'to bring' I?glJ~lJ/ I?glJ~lJ/ /lJ~alJ/ /lJ~alJ/ I?glJ~lJ/ I?glJ~lJ/ I?glJm/ I?glJm/

'to wait for' /m~lJ/ /m~lJ/ /m~alJ/ /m~alJ/ /m~lJ/ /m~lJ/ /m~lJ/ /m~lJ/
'to run away' [t~a] [t~a] [t~a] [t~a] [t~a] [t~a] [t~a] [t~a]

'a frog' [lJ~a] [lJ~a] [lJ~a] [lJ~a] [lJ~a] [lJ~a] [lJ~a] [lJ~a]

Example (7)

TMI
/rpc/ 'rat'

/h"c'l/ 'housc'

TM2 TM3 TM4
n"soc/ 'iron' n"soc/ 'iron' n"s"c/ 'iron'

n"ooc/ 'insidc' n"ooc/ 'insidc' n"ooc/ 'insidc'

8MI
/h"poc/ 'pumpkin'

/h"c'l/ 'housc'

8M2

/h"p"c/ 'pumpkin'

/hoc'lI 'housc'

8M3

/h"p"a/ 'pumpkin'

/h"a'i/ 'housc'

8M4

/h"pil 'pumpkin'

/hac'lI 'housc'

Example (8)

'gloss' TMI TM2 TM3 TM4 BMI BM2 BM3 BM4

'to remain' /mRlJ/ /mQlJ/ /mQIJ/ /mQlJ/ /mRlJ/ /mRlJ/ /mRlJ/ /mRlJ/
'louse' /C'Ja/ /c'Je/ /c'Je/ /c'Je/ /C'Ja/ /C'Ja/ /C'Ja/ /C'Ja/

'rain' /pqa/ /prQa/ /prQa/ /prQa/ /pqa/ /pqa/ /prRa/ /pqa/
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3. Vowel variation

Example (9)

'gloss' TMI TM2 TM3 TM4 BMI BM2 BM3 BM4

'salt' [63] [63] [63] [63] [63] [63;] [63i] [63]

'to bump into' [q] [q] [c;:!] [q] [q] [qi] [qi] [qi]

'ripe' [duh] [duh] [duh] [duh] [d"uh] [d'uh] [d'uh] [d'uh]

'untie' [s"h] [s"h] [s"h] [s"h] [s'"h] [s'"h] [s"oh] [s'"h]

[h'i] [hi] ~li]

I ::hows \On>.IlIemovement
[h'i]

TM3

[h'i]

TM2

[h'i]

TMI

[h'i]

F1

F1

Figure 1 Spectrograms of Ihil 'to float'

Example (10)

PM 'gloss'

*hgpi 'pumpkin'

TMI

Ihgpil

TM2 TM3 TM4 BMI BM2 BM3 BM4

Ihgpail Ihgp"el Ihgp"el Ihgp"el Ihgp"el Ihgp"aI Ihgpi/
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Table 1 Vowel variations in Thai Mon and Burmese Mon varieties

Vowel TMI TM2 TM3 TM4 BMI BM2 BM3 BM4
Iii [iH'i] [i] [i] [i] [iH'i] [i]- [ail [iH'i] [iH'i]

/.iI LiJ-[',iJ -m LiJ-['.iJ LiJ-['JJ LiJ-['.i.J LiJ-['JJ LiJ- ['JJ LiJ-['JJ LiJ-['.iJ
lei [e] [e] [e] [e] [eH8e] [eH8e H'e ]-[ ei] [eH8e]-['eHei] [eH8eH'e]
1r;,1 [r;,] [r;,] [r;,] [r;,] [r;,H'r;,] ['r;,]-[',IJ-[r;,i] ['r;,]-['.I.]-[r;,i] [r;,H'r;,]
lEI [E] [e] [e] [e] [e]-['e] [eH'eHee] [eH'eHee] [EH'e]

t~
..

[l:;H'l:;],
Il:;l [l:;], [l:;a]

[r;,a] i~:;\
[l:;]-['l:;], [l:;a] [l:;]_[8l:;]-[l:;e],[l:;a] [l:;]-['l:;]-[l:;e], [l:;a] [l:;]_[8l:;],[l:;a]

Ia! [a] [a] [a] [a] [aH'a] [a]-['a] [a]-['a] raJ-lOa]
Iw [n] [n] [n] [n] [nH'nHg] [nH'nHg] [n]- ['n]- [g] [nH'n]-[g]
101 [0]-[:>] [0]-[0:>] [a] [0]-[:> ] 1~1 i~H gt! I. ::!,',
hi

)
[:>]_[8:>] [:>] [:>] [:>] [:>]_[8:>]_[:>0] [:>H8:>H:>0] [:>]_[8:>]-[;)0] [:>]_[8:>]_[;)0]

1;)1 [;)]_[8;)] it" l'liil:!il % "I:! [;)]-[';)]- [;)0] [;)]-[8;)H;)0] [;)]- [';)]- [;)0] [;)]-[8;)H;)0]
101 [oH'o] [OH80] [0] [0] [OH80H'0] ['oH'o] ['0]-['0 ] ['oH'o]
Igl [gH8g] [g]_[8g] [g] [g] [g]-['g]-['g] ['g]-['g] [8g]_['g] ['g]-['g]
lui [u] [u] [u] [u] [uH'u] [u]- ['u] [u]-['u] [uH'u]
ItY [HH8H] [H] [H] [H] [HH8H] [HH'H] [HH8H] [HH8H]
101 it W' 1:1\: ill! .Il!! [OH80] [oH'o] [oH'o] [0]_[80]$

Iii
ii••' t W H: 0b"x [i]-[ii] [i]-[q-['i] [i]_[ii]_[8i] [i]-[iiH8i]. 14 i...

/.i/
:@

.h0 :,1 Wt Ii\:di'k'''' , .~ ,,'II m-Li.i] [,iJ_[.i,i]_[8j] m-[,i,iH'.iJ m-[,i,iH'.iJ
/31 [3] [3] [3] [3] [3] [3]-[3i] [3]-[ 3i] [3H3iH83]
lill [ill [ill [ill [ill [ill [ilHili] [ilHili] [ilHili]
leal rea] rea] [ea] [ea) rea] rea] rea] rea]
Ir;,a! [r;,a] [r;,a] [r;,a) [r;,a) [r;,a] [r;,a] [r;,a] [r;,a]
lail [ail [ail [ail [ail [ail [ail [ail [ail
Inil [nil [nil [nil [nil [nil [nil [nil [nil
laol lao] lao] lao] lao] lao] lao] lao] lao]
hel [:>e] [:>e] [:>e] [:>e] [:>e] [:>e] ",,~di> "

I••' :Si> d'

I:>a! [:>a] !M,~i d. " fl,!, ,v [:>a] [:>a] [:>a] [:>a]
ha! [;)a]

""
Ii; in" [;)a] [;)a] [;)a] [;)a]

loil [oil [oil [oil [oil
,

'" ;@, @•.....•...• mi@i i :( " w'
TA., @ 6: . .&

loa! loa] loa] loa] loa) [oa]-['oa] [oa]-['oa] [oaH'oa] [oa]-['oa]
Iga! [gal [gal [gal [gal [gal [gal [gal [gal
lui! lui] lui] lui] lui] lui] lui] lui] lui]
IHil [Hi] [Hi] [Hi] [Hi] [Hi] [Hi] [Hi] [Hi]
I:>il

iF %'
,H%, [:>i] [:>i] [:>i] [:>i]

l';1il 'N
[';1i] [';1i] [';1i] [';1i]ii if;

*gray color represents a lack of vowel phonemes.
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