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SEALS ..22 Agay (France)
THE FOUR REGISTERS OF

PEARIC
Gerard Diffloth, Siem Reap,

Cambodia.

Pearic languages cited here
(from G. Diffloth field notes, collected 1982 -

2012) :
• Chong: leg :r)/, Chong of Makhaam district, Chanthaburi

province, Thailand.
• Chu-ng: ICli r)/, also called "Sa-ouch", of Veal Rinh distr.,

Kampot prov., Cambodia.
• Samrai: also called "Western Pear", from Kranhung, of

Samlout distr., Battambang prov., Cambodia
• Samre: also called "Eastern Pear", from Sre Tang Yor, of

Pursat prov., Cambodia
• Kasong: also called "Chong of Mlfang Kratt" , of Bo Rai distr.,

Trat prov., Thailand.
• So-ong: Is-;/ :r)/, also called "Souei", from Trapeang Chou, of

Kampong Speu prov., Cambodia.
• Chuang: also called "Pear of Kampong Thom", from Prial vilL,

of Kampong Thom prov., CambodIa.
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Pearic languages cited here
(from G. Diffloth field notes, collected 1982 -

2012) :
• Chong: leg :r)/, Chong of Makhaam district, Chanthaburi

province, Thailand.
• Chu-ng: Icy' Ill, also called "Sa-ouch", of Veal Rinh distr.,

Kampot prov., Cambodia.
• Samrai: also called "Western Pear", from Kranhung, of
Sam lout distr., Battambang prov., Cambodia

• Samre: also called "Eastern Pear", from Sre Tang Vor, of
Pursat prov., Cambodia

• Kasong: also called "Chong of Muang Kratt" , of Bo Rai distr.,
Trat prov., Thailand.

• So-ong: Is,;/ rill, also called "Souei", from Trapeang Chou, of
Kampong Speu prov., Cambodia.

• Chuang: also called "Pear of Kampong Thom", from Prial viiI.,
of Kampong Thom prov., Cambodia.
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DOG TOOTH - SALT
Chong Chu-ng Samrai Samre Kasong So-ong Chuang

"DOG"
chQ: ChgO ChQ'D chg? chg'o ChQD CD:

"TOOTH"
khg:y khgoy k\!:y khg:y khg:y khg:y cam+:J1

"SALT"

I~k Igk I~k ?I~k I~k ?Igk ?I::>k

Etymological notes:
Cognates to Pearic "salt" are found only in Northern-

Austroasiatic languages:

Palaungic: Wa (Paraak): /Iy?/
j-Mak: /plu?44/
Man Met: /pu?55/
Lamet: /pl(J:?/

Khasian: *benluk Khasi: /mla?/, spell.: <mluh>
Darang: /mennu?/
Amwi: /penu?/
Mar Skuin: /malia?u/
Nang Stain: /mle?/
Langrin: /mlek/
Lyngngam: /mlek/



RIGHT - LEFT
Chong Chu-ng Samrai Samre Kasong So-ong Chuang

"RIGHT"
t~:w / ti:w t~:w t~:w t£:w tau

"LEFT"
t~:I') / gal') t~:I') t~:I') gal') t~:I')

Etymological notes:
IIrightll has no known cognates in AA.

IIleftll has AA cognates, but, with that meaning,
only in Khasian (North-AA):

Khasian: *ka-diace "left" Khasi:
Bhoi:
Amwi:
Ri Men:
Nang Tre:

/ka-diace/
/dil')/
/diall/
/ka-nial')/
/ga-jla1')/

Katuic: *dial') "taboo" Katu: /di\r)/ (Costello, 1971)
Chatong: /t.ia1')/ (Thongkum, 2001)

Bahnaric *dial') "taboo" Alak: /?de:I')/ (Thongkum, 2001)
Bahnar <dieng, gieng> (Guilleminet, 1959):

"taboo on speaking, on touching, on mixing certain foods"
Aslian *s-Ia-diel') Semai: /sladi:k/ "to choke on one's food

(because one's name is mentioned)"
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NUMERALS 1- 5:

Chong Chu-ng Samrai Samre Kasong So-ong Chuang

"ONE"
mg':y mg':y my':y mg':y mg':y mg':y muay

"TWO"
pg':y p,+? pg':r pg':r pg' a pg'a pear

"THREE"
ph~':W phg'EW phg'y ph~? ph~'e ph~'e pay

"FOUR"
phg':n phg'on phlJ':n phg':n phg':n pl'g':n po:n

"FIVE"
phrgm P¥gm phrgm phrgm phrgm phrgm pram

NUMERALS 11 - 15
(all prefixed by Irf:y-I, reduced form of Irg.:yl IItenll)

IIELEVENII
-mg:y I -my:y -mg:y -mg:y I

'TWELVEII
-pg.:y I -pg.:r -pg.:r -pg.:1 I

IITHIRTEENII
_phe: I _phgy -phe: I I

IIFOURTEENII
-phQ:n I -phy:n -phQ:n _phQ:n I

IIFIFTEENlI
-tg.m I -tgm -tg.m -tg.m I
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NUMERALS 6 - 10:

Chong Chu-ng Samrai Samre Kasong So-ong
"SIXII

ket;>:!") ketgo!") kr~:!") kr;>:!") ked;>:!") kedQ:!")

"SEVEN"
(ke)ny:y keny:1 keny:1 keny:1 keny:1 keny:1

"EIGHT"
(ke)t~y kett-y kerlj: kert~y kelj: kert~y

"NINE"
ke(Jl)cg:y keJl~+: kensg:r kensg:r kesg: kensg:

"TENlI

rg:y v.t:y rg:y rg:y rg:y rg:y

Etymological notes:

PEA "six", "nine" and "ten" have no known etymology.
PEA "seven" is an -n- infixed derivate from a root *gu:I"seven" found only in Khmuic
(North-AA) :

Khmu: /gu:1/ (ceremonial language)
Mia Sri: /gul/
Thai Then: /gul/
Iduh: /galgul/

PEA "eight" is derived by morphology or by compounding from the word for "hand"; as
a numeral it has cognates only in Palaungic and Khmuic (North-AA):

Lawa (So Luang): /satai?/
Wa (Paraok): /sindge?/
Plang: /sati?/
Khmu': /ti?/ (Proschan, field notes)
Mia Sri: /ti?/



PHYLOGENY of PEARle
(G. D. 2012)

r--- Khasian
---- Palaungie
---- Pakanie
---- Khmuie

North-AA
No-PEA
---------------------------------------------------------- Chuang (Pear of Kg. Thom)

EA

So-PEA

r---- Samrai

Kravanh -----L Samree

IO~~':P_EA_r----------- Ko,oog

----------------------- So-ong

-~~~-~~~~~~~----------~1----------Ch
0

n g

--------------- ~

(Pear de l'Ouest)

(Pear de l'Est)

(Chong ofTrat)

(Souei of Kg, Speu)

(of Chanthaburi)

(Sa-oeh of Veal Rinh area)

PRE-GLOTTALIZED INITIALS
*?m- *?n-,

*?m-
Chong Chu-ng Samrai Samre Kasong So-ong Chuang

"SWIDDEN"
b9:y b9: m9:r ?m9:r m9:1 ?m9: «marr»

"YOUNGER-SIBLING"
bg:t b90t m\J:t ?mg:t mg:t ?mg:t /

"PRESSED-RICE" (Khmer: mbok, Thai: khaaw maw)
b\J:J1 b6UJ1 m\J:J1 ?m\J:J1 / ?m\J:J1 /

"LEMON-GRASS (Cymbopogon citratus)"
kam\J:c tab6uc kam\J:c tam\J:c tam\J:c tra?m\J:c /

tam?m\J:c



PRE-GlOTTAlIZED INITIALS

*7n-

*7m- *7n-,

Chong Chu-ng Samrai Samre Kasong So-ong Chuang

"OLD (object)"

dg:'1 dg:'1 ?ng:'1 /

"WATER-GOURD (Luffa cylindrica)"

d9'l dg'l ng( )'1 7n~?'1 ng'l 7ng'l ~7nD'l

"(S)HE, THEY"
dgk dgk ngk ?ngk ngk 7ngk /

ASPIRATION of PRE-VOCALIC STOPS

Aspirated Un-aspirated

Steady

Constricted

Clear

y.

Clear

v

,v

Breathy

,
y



ASPIRATION in SOUTH-PEARIC
Chong Chu-ng Samrai Samre Kasong So-ong Chuang

"CHILDII

kh~:n khgen k~:n kh~:n kh~m kh~:n kien

IIFATHERII

/ / khldJl khld:Jl khld:J1 khld:Jl kO:Jl

"TO EATII

Chg: Chg: Chg: Chg: Chg: Chg: ca:

"BE COOKED"

c~':n c1:n c1:n c~':n c~':n c~':n c71\n

ASPIRATION in SOUTH-PEARIC
Chong Chu-ng Samrai Samre Kasong So-ong Chuang

"TO WEAVE"
thg:Jl / thg:Jl thg:Jl thg:J1 thg:Jl tg:J1

"EARTH"
th~7 thge7 thg'y th~7 th~' e th~'e tay

"TAIL"
phgt phgt phgh phgh phgh / pah

"HUSKED RICE"
kekhQ: / rekhgw rekhQ: lekhQ: rekhQ: rekau

"DOG-TICK"
th~7 kethe'i / / / th~'e rentai



Proto AA *ASPIRATES
"BE ANGRY"

ph~':m / p~:m ph~':m / ph~':m p~ :m

"TO FART"
phl.:!':m phQ'um phl.:!':m phl.:!':m pV:m phl.:!':m p?o:m

Chuang aspirated stops are found only in borrowings (from Khmer)

Conclusions 1: Chuang did not undergo aspiration.
2: Aspiration is not Proto-Pearic but only South-Pearic
3: Chuang is the earliest branching from Proto-Pearic.
4. Proto-Pearic seems to have lost the aspiration of P.AA aspirates
5. This loss may be shared with a similar loss in Proto-Khmuic.

KHMUIC LOSS of MEDIA
"BE SATED"

AA: Rumai: phae, Mang: hi:.55, Alak: behe?, JahHut: behe?

*-h ...

KMU: Khmu': bi?, Prai: pi?, MlaBri: bi:?, Then: kebe?, Pong: gebEe,
Iduh: gebs;i.

PEA: Chong: pe?, Chu-ng: pi? Samrai; pei i Samre: pe? Kasong:
pe' e (lito appreciate (food), (food) to be tasty").

"TO FART"
AA: Rumai: pham, Mang: ham.42, Alak: peho:m, JahHut: phum

KMU: Khmu': pwm, KsingMul: po:m, Then, Pong: pam, Iduh: p~m' m

PEA: Chong: ph"l :m, Chu-ng: phQ'um, Samrai, Samre, Kasong, So-ong:
pV:m, Chuang: p?o:m

Jlo
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GLOTTALIZED REGISTERS
1) AA cognates with medial segmental *-?-
"SPOILED (food)"

AA: Khasi: pe?ut, Pacoh: pi?l):Y, Jahai: pe?us.
PEA: Chong: Pl,!':t, Chu-ng: PQ'un, Samrai, Samre, So-ong: py':h

"CROW"

AA: Khasi: ken?i?, Khmu: kel?a:k, Kuay: ke?9:k, Khmer: ke?aEc, NyahKur: kel?9:k, Mon: hed9c
PEA: Chong: ken9' :k, Chu-ng: k9' rj, Samrai, Samre, Kasong: kci :k, Chuang: kenna:k.

"WASP"
AA: War: chel?::>:r,Khmu': cen?u:r, Iduh: je?E: r, Kuay: te?Q:r, Car: ta?o:.
PEA: Chong: tVy, Samre: tV:r, Kasong: tV.53, So-ong: tVu, Chuang: t?o:r.

"HOG-PLUM (Spondias pinnata)"
AA: Katu: ga?+al, Sre: ge?a:l, NyahKur: ke?j:l, Mon: 'Ci:
PEA: Chong: k9' :y, Samre, Samrai, Kasong, So-ong: kg':1

"FISH-SMELL"
AA: Khmer: ce?a:p, Heuny: Ja:p.
PEA: Chong: cci :p, Chu-ng: Cg' :m, Samrai, samre, So-ong: cci :p, Chuang: ce?a:p.

GLOTTALIZED REGISTERS
1a) cognates with segmental *-7- only in some AA languages

"TWO"
AA: Khasi: ?a:r, Lamet: le??:r, Khmul

: keba:r, Iduh: mba: r, Semai: ?na:r.

PEA: Chong: pg':y, Chu-ng: P.t?, Samre, Samrai pg':r, So-ong: pg' a, Chuang:
pear

"-
"BE COOKED"

AA: Rumai: si:n, Man Met: sin.55, Mang: 8in.32, Khmul
: si:n, Kuay: c~:n, VN:

chin, Kri: cjm?, Alak: ci:n, Khmer: ce?An, Semai: c£:t, Nancauri: 7isien.

PEA: Chong, Chu-ng, Samrai, Samre, So-ong: c~r:n, Chuang: ce?An
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GLOTTALIZED REGISTERS
2) etyma with Chuang segmental /-?-/, but without AA segmental *-?-

"BIRD"
AA: Khasi: sim, Khmu': si:m, Bit: cem, Iduh: cig'm, Kuay: ce:m, Semai: cs:p, Nancaury: Gi:m
PEA: Chong, Chu-ng, Samrai, Samre, Kasong, So-ong: c~r:m, Chuang: c?e:m

"BE AFRAID"
AA: Khasi: te:1'), Iduh: tl:!!')'1'),Kuay: t1,!al'),Shompen: tuak.
PEA: Chong: t9 :1'),Chu-ng: tg' 01'),Samrai: t1,!' :1'),Samre, So-ong: tQ':1'),Chuang: ta?o:1')

"ASHES"
Khmu': boh, Iduh: bo' h, Kuay: bQh, Alak: buh
PEA: Chong, Chu-ng: pgh, Samrai, Samre, So-ong: pg' :h, Chuang: pa?oh

"HOUSEFLY"
AA: Rumai: ro:e, Khmu': ro:y, Iduh: r1,!:yy, Kuay: rQ:y, Khmer: ruy, Semai: ro:y, Nancaury: ruay
PEA: Chong: rg':y, Chu-ng: W' y, Samrai: n,i sy, Samre, Kasong, So-ong: rg' :y, Chuang: ra?o:y

"SLOWLY"
AA: Paraok: kgy, Khmu': go:y, Iduh: gQ:Yy
PEA: Chong: kg':y, Chu-ng: k'i :y, Samrai, Kasong, So-ong: kl,i sy, Chuang: ka?o:y
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