


Modern 
Burmese is said 
to have a dental 

fricative [θ]

Acoustic studies 
reveal it to be a 
dental plosive 

[t]̪

Dental/alveolar 

plosive contrast

Many other 
languages have 
this contrast

There should be 
a symbol for the 
dental stop like 
there is for the 
fricative





Fricative Affricate
“Gives the impression 

of  a weak plosive”
Plosive

Armstrong & Pe Maung Tin (1925) 

Aung Naing Win (2000) 

Bradley (2011) Burling (1967) 

Chang (2009) Firth (1936) 

Green (2005) Kato (1998)

Myint Soe (1999)

Okell (1994) Roop (1972) 

Than Than Win (1998)

Watkins (2001) Wheatley (2003)

*Bradley (“slight 

preaffrication”)

*Chang 

*Watkins 

*Wheatley 

*Armstrong & Pe

Maung Tin 

*Chang 

*Than Than Win

Shiwaruangarote

(2000) 

*Kato





Figure 1. Spectrogram of ‘this son’ ဒီသား /ditá̪/ spoken by F1



Figure 2. Spectrogram of ‘this son’ ဒီသား /ditá̪/ spoken by M1



Figure 3. Spectrogram from ‘this hammer’   ဒီတူ /d ̥itu/ spoken by F1 



Figure 4. Spectrogram from ‘this hammer’   ဒီတူ /d ̥itu/ spoken by M1 



Figure 5. Spectrogram from သတင်း [d̪̪̊əd̥̆ɪ  ̤̃] ‘news’ spoken by F2 





Figure 7. Dental plosive in the wordသူ့ [t ̪ṵ] ‘him’ from the recorded passage (line 6 of IPA transcription)



Figure 8. Dental plosive in the wordသူ့ [t̪u ̰] ‘him’ from the recorded passage (line 2).



Figure 9. Alveolar plosive (unaspirated) in the word တုိက် [taɪʔ] ‘push, blow’ from the recorded passage (line 4).



Figure 10. Alveolar plosive (unaspirated) in the wordတတ် [taʔ] ‘be able’ from the recorded passage (line 3).
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n= ~20 per place of  articulation
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Speaker M2 saying သတင်း [d̪̪̊əd̥̆ɪ  ̤̃] ‘news’ (on the left) and သမီး [tə̪̆mĩ̤] ‘daughter’

116 Hz 142 Hz













If  it’s possible for the fricatives to have their own symbols, then why not for the plosives?







http://www.academia.edu/1559757/Changes_in_Burmese_Phonology_and_Orthography

