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TAI-KADAI

T

Kam-Tai Hlai (Li)
(Zhuang-Dong) Baoding
Tongshi
Yuanmen
Heitu
Kam-Sui Lakia Tai (Zhuang-Tai)
Kam Be
Sui
Maonan
Mulam (Mulao)
Then (Northern) (Central)
Mak Bouyei S. Zhuang
Chadong N. Zhuang Nung
Yai Tay
Saek
Mene

Diller (2008:7) Introduction. The Tai-Kadai
Languages ed by Diller et al

Kra (Gevang)
Gelao

Lachi

Laha

Buyvang

En

Qabiao

(Southwestern)
Lue (Dai)

Thai

S. Thai

Lanna

Lao

Black, White, Red Tai
Phu Tai1

Shan

Dehong

Khamti

Phake. Aiton
(Ahom)

Laing
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Previous References

* Edmondson (2008) classed Tai Laing as
‘Northern Shan’

* Hosken (2011) had script accepted into
Unicode Standard

* Sai Kam Mong (2004) mentioned that Tai
Leng script developed from Lik Hto Ngouk,
the script used in Dehong




Image from ‘Tai Peoples of Kachin State’




Ethnic Groups in Kachin State

Tai Groups ‘Kachin’ Groups

(Tibeto-Burman)

Jingpho
Tai Khamti Rawang
Tai Le (Tai Nuea) Lachid
Tai Lay Lhaovo

Zaiwa
Lisu




Level

6a

6b

8a

8b

10

Endangerment Status (EGIDS)

Label
International
National
Provincial
Wider
Communication
Educational
Developing
Vigorous
Threatened
Shifting
Moribund
Nearly Extinct

Dormant

Extinct

Description

The language is widely used between nations in trade, knowledge exchange, and
international policy.

The language is used in education, work, mass media, and government at the national
level.

The language is used in education, work, mass media, and government within major
administrative subdivisions of a nation.

The language is used in work and mass media without official status to transcend
language differences across a region.

The language is in vigorous use, with standardization and literature being sustained
through a widespread system of institutionally supported education.

The language is in vigorous use, with literature in a standardized form being used by
some though this is not yet widespread or sustainable.

The language is used for face-to-face communication by all generations and the
situation is sustainable.

The language is used for face-to-face communication within all generations, but it is
losing users.

The child-bearing generation can use the language among themselves, but it is not
being transmitted to children.

The only remaining active users of the language are members of the grandparent
generation and older.

The only remaining users of the language are members of the grandparent generation
or older who have little opportunity to use the language.

The language serves as a reminder of heritage identity for an ethnic community, but no
one has more than symbolic proficiency.

The language is no longer used and no one retains a sense of ethnic identity associated
with the language.




SIL Ethnologue ‘Language Cloud’
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Tai Laing Primer
Beginners’ Level




Data

* 2 speakers
* Recorded tone wordlist (160 items)
* Recorded general Tai wordlist

* Written 400-item wordlist




Syllable structure




19 Initial Consonant Phones

Labial Alveolar Alv-palatal Velar  Glottal

Plosive p t t¢/¢ k ?
ph ¢h tah /h 1ch

Affricate ts

Nasal m n 1y

Fricative f S h

Approximant J w

Lateral

approximant 1




2 Allophones

* t¢ is in complementary distribution with k
Derives from PSWT *Kki

The t is not always pronounced leaving
the fricative ¢

* t¢" is in complementary distribution with k"
Derives from PSWT *k"i or *qi

The t is not always pronounced leaving
the fricative ¢"




19 Initial Consonant Graphs

Voiceless unasp. | Voiceless asp.
Plosive Plosive

kh

Velar 9] C Y
‘Palatal’ O ts @) S ST) n
Alveolar o t @0 t" 1Y) n

@) p b p"

Labial

AR
QO J @ r QO 1
@) W .(_'P h 9P ?



2 Graphs not used as Initials

* Palatal nasal sp used only as a final /j/ in
rhymes /uj oj wj yj/

*A
e

veolar trill @ used only as second
ement in initial clusters /p"r pr tr sr/

T

nere are graphs for both /f/ and /p"/.

Words realised with initial [f] derive from
*v, eg *va ‘sky’




Consonants (incl. those for Pali)

—mmmm

Velar op) 9) M 9 » ¢ C
‘Palatal’ O ts Ry S O 1 W ' ;P
‘Retroflex’ MOt e " e d e 4 ¢ n
Alveolar ot oo t" o d o 4" ¢ n
o p b P © b o b

Labial

e f @ m
‘Non-group’ QWO @ r @ L ool o w
consonants s h -

p hom



Initial Clusters

SRR R RN

kh

~—t

= o o

9]




Gedney Tone Box Framework

PT Tones
A B C DS DL

Voiceless friction

sounds Al Bl C1 DS1 DL1

*s, *hm, *ph etc.

Initials at time of Voiceless unaspirated

tone splits stops A2 B2 C2 DS2 DL2

*p, *t, *k, etc.

Glottalised sounds

o> 320 2 ot A3 B3 C3 DS3 DL3

Voiced sounds
*b, *m, *1, etc.

A4 B4 C4 DS4 DL4

Live syllables Dead syllables




6 Tones in Live Syllables
N R YA T N - B

ka: C C
" o Mod 10D
2 - ka:33 k;:;’ kat3? ka:t33
ka:?!
3

4-




Edmondson’s Northern Shan

| A | 8 1 c | o5 | b

1 -
2
ka.31’.>
ka.33
3

* Tone splits the same
 DS123 associated with A1 whereas in my Laing Data DS123 associated

with B1




10 Simple Vowels; 1 Diphthong

Front Unrounded Central Back Unrounded | Back Rounded
Unrounded

Phonemic Phonetic Phonemic Phonetic Phonemic Phonetic Phonemic Phonetic
e 1T fw/ w] Ju/[ul
[i:] [w:] [u]
Close- /€/ [e] /X/ [¥] /o/ [0]
Mid [e:] [¥1] [o:]
Open- /8/ €] /3/ [0]
Mid [e1],[ai] [0:]

[a  [a/
[ai/ a1
/aw/ [aw]

Open




Why Tai Laing?

* Proto-Tai ‘red” *?dl/rien
* Modern reflexes
la'n in Kachin State
na'n in Sagaing Division
*ie e —ai (Edmondson)
* *¢ is realised as €
eg ‘insect’ *men - men




Vowel Graphs

Front Unrounded | Central Back Unrounded | Back Rounded
Unrounded

Open Closed Open Closed Open Closed Open Closed

(2] o C OoC O C C
0p) oplop oDO oplop) oD oplop)
Close ) ] L L iL L
/i  /Jtit/ /tw/ Jtwt/ [tu/  [tut/
G C oC o C C C
Close- cOD oplep ORO OROO ORO ORO’)
Mid [te/  [tet/ /ts/ [tvt/ [to/  [tot/
Open- GO’)C 0’50’3 GO’.)'I_ OgO’S
Mid /te/  [tet/ /to/  [tot/
oplop
/tat/
Open
U.)'I_ o100
[tar/  [tait/
o8]

[taw/
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Further Research

* Why is medial j used with initials non-velar stops?
* Is glottal stop used as a final consonant?




